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FOREWORD

The Smith Premier Typewriter requires no introduction to typewriter
users, actual or prospective, anywhere in the world today.

It has now been among them for more than a dozen years, has been
abundantly tried and tested, and has invariably come out of all trials with a
better reputation than it carricd into them. In whatever company, when
typewriting machines are discussed, it is the first, or at least onc of the first,
thought of. Consequently any formal presentation of the Smith Premier
Typewriter were an idle task.

It remains, therefore, only to call the reader’s attention in a general way
to the fact that the high ideal toward which The Smith Premier Typewriter

Company has always striven has not been lowered, but is being
A Lofty

is even more “the order
Ideal

constantly advanced; that “Improvement”
of the age” today than it was when the motto of the Company was

first adopted; that in addition to its earlier motto this Company has formulated
another which reads: * No satisfaction short of perfection,” a lofty idcal, in
pursuit of which all improvements upon the Smith Premier Typewriter are
designed, and by which the finished product must be judged.

Working in harmony with this newer motto, The Smith Premier Type-
writer Company continues to offer to the public writing machines which
embody the latest actual improvements. It *“holds fast to that which is good,”
discarding it only for what shall prove itsclf better.

As a result the Smith Premier Typewriter as it comes from the factory
today is, as it always has been, an honestly built typewriter, made of the very
best materials to be had for the purposes required; a simply built typewriter,
in the belief that both beauty and strength are thus best attained; a most
highly improved typewriter in all the requirements of actual use; and thus
naturally a typewriting machine which, according to the verdict of legions of

users, has few equals and none to surpass it.



THE PRINTING MECHANISM

The printing mechanism of the typewriter is the foundation on which its
success or its failure depends. Any machine, however perfect the remainder
of its parts may be, or how carefully it is manufactured, or how finely it is
finished, if defective so far as its printing mechanism is concerned, will be a
source of annoyance to its owner or user and to those who are compelled to
decipher its work.
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This cut represents the Type-Bar Ring, used only on the Smith Premier.
It is indestructible, is constructed entirely of the best steel, and hardened on
all wearing points. The most successful printing mechanism for typewriters
consists of a series of type-bars arranged in a circle, with type attached to their
free ends, and so pivcted that they will all strike at a common printing point.
Such arrangement has the merit of simplicity, ease of operation, and rapidity.
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It requires a very long bearing to produce and preserve permanently
perfect alignment. This would be a very simple matter were it not for the
fact that friction must be almost entirely eliminated, and many

devices have been made that worked fairly well under favorable Permanent
Alignment

conditions, but failed when slightly gummed by oil, or clogged by  jscured

dust or corrosion or any other cause.

A series of type-bars mounted upon pivots meets the requirements of an
casy-running and rapid mechanism; and the shorter the type-bars and the
greater the distance between their bearings, the more accurately they will
strike after becoming worn.

The printing mechanism of the Smith Premier Typewriter, while consist-
ing of a series of type-bars distributed in a circle, and pivoted to strike at a
common printing point, as shown in the illustration, is otherwise entirely dif-
ferent from anything heretofore used, and a careful examination must con-
vince any one of its superiority. The type-bars are mounted on hardened
steel conical bearings, 1534 inches apart as compared with I/ to 34 of an inch
in other machines, making 426 times wider bearings than its ncarest compet-
itor, while its type-bar is the shortest ever used on a double-case machine.
Each type-bar hanger is secured between an upper and a lower steel ring with
two perfectly-fitting rivets, which is an absolute guaranty that it will always
remain solid. This construction is the final step taken by us to make this
vital point in the writing machine indestructible. With the short bar of the
Smith Premier machine, with its bearings so far apart, and with this solid
support, its alignment should not be materially affected by years of steady use.




SINGLE SCALE AND PAPER-FEEDING MECHANISM
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The well-known single scale and rocking paper-feeding mechanism,
original with the Smith Premier Typewriter, is too familiar to need specific
description.  Suffice it to say, that this device is unapproachable in simplicity
and case of operation, and errors can be more easily corrected than upon any
other typewriter. A great advance has been made in paper-feeding mechan-
ism in our new models, and in this respect the Smith Premier maintains its
reputation of leading all competitors. We have dispensed with the- center
paper guide, substituting thercfor the oblique side fingers, leaving the front
of the platen roll entirely unobstructed, and obviating the necessity of a mov-
able guide or the directing of the paper to its proper position by the hand of
the operator. These guides are adjustable, and will automatically feed any
width of paper, cards, cnvelopes, ete.

PLATEN AND ATTACHMENTS

THIS CUT SHOWS THE PLATEN WITH ITB ATTACHMENTS, NEMOVED FROM THE MACHINE

In offices where both manifolding and correspondence are produced on
the same machine, the use of our machine complete, with hard and soft platen,
is recommended—as one platen can be removed and another substituted
instantly, which malkes it the best machine for manifolding and correspondence
yet produced. A line 77{ inches in length can be written on the No. 2 or No.
4 Smith Premier; a line 12 inches in length can be written on the No. 3; a line
g% inches in length on the No. 5, and a line 16 inches in length on the No. 6.

LINE-SPACING MECHANISM

The line-space mechanism is different from others, and more convenient.
The lever for returning the carriage projects forward and downward, and is
attached to a rock-shaft which runs backward through
the carriage frame. At the rear end of the rock-
shaft is a pawl, which engages with the annular
ratchet-wheel on the end of the platen. When
drawing the carriage back by the lever to
commence a new line, the platen is auto-
matically turned the desired space with a
single motion of the hand. The lever may
also be conveniently manipulated for line-
spacing without moving the carriage. The
line-space regulator is conveniently located
at the right of the carriage, and may be
instantly adjusted for narrow, medium, or wide
spacing. When it is desired to use ruled paper,
application of the platen drag, a simple device
shown in the cut at the right end of the platen
roll, adapts the machine to writing on lines
any distance apart.

THIS CUT BHOWS THE LEVER FOR ACTURNING THE CANTIAGE
AND THE LINE-SPACING MECHANISM



THE ROCKING-SHAFT MECHANISM

1. Key with Stem.

2. Rock-Shaft.

3. Connecting Rod.

4. Type-Bar.

A and B, Conical Bearings, 154 in. apart.

The mechanism for transmitting the power from the key to the type-bar
h.as been used by us during the past twelve years, and has proven its supe-
riority over all other devices. It is the most scientific method for transmitting
power, and, being constructed entirely of steel, is the most durable arrange-
ment possible,

‘drawing the platen forward and introducing the crank, as

‘machine, it can be easily done by simply turning the brush

AUTOMATIC TYPE CLEANER

We wish to call special attention to the cleaning device used only on the
Smith Premier Typewriter. This feature is a radical departure in the type-

writing art, and it will be found to be the greatest labor-
The Only Perfect

saving invention that has been appli writers
g pplied to typewriters Fype Cloaning Device

since their introduction. The cleaning of the type of a
type-bar machine is the most laborious and disagreeable work pertaining to
its use, consequently they are used many times without cleaning, to the detri-
ment of clean-cut work. With this mechanism it is the
work of but a few seconds to clean the entire set of type
perfectly. The work may be left in the machine, and by

illustrated herewith, all the type may be brushed simulta-
neously by turning the crank a few turns in both directions,
with no soiling of the hands, or any of the annoyances that
follow the old process of benzine and toothbrush applica-
tion. The type-bars of our machine in their normal posi-
tion form a circle, with the type facing inward. Just below
is located the type brush, fitted with a threaded shaft,
which, upon being turned with a detachable crank, as shown
in the illustration, is brought in contact with the type, and
brushes the entire set. When the brush is in its normal
position, it is below and entircly out of the path of the
type-bars.

Whenever it is desirable to remove the brush from the

wheel until its threaded shaft is disengaged from its bear-
ing. We wish to impress upon the public the thorough
practi‘t_:ability of this device, and contend that no Writing rus cor suows rue snuss whee

REMOVED FROM THE MACHINE: ALSO

THE CRANK FOR OPERATING IT

machine can be up to the times without it.



“You Turn the Crank, the
Brush Does the Rest’
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THIS CUT REPREBENTS THE PROCESS OF OLEANING THE TYPE ON ALL SMITH PREMIER TYPEWRITERS
EVERY LETTER CLEANED IN FIFTEEN SECONDS
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THE RIBBON-FEEDING DEVICE

A perfect ribbon-feeding device should bring the entire surface of the
ribbon in contact with the type and without attention from the operator.
The ribbon is attached to our improved ribbon spool by an automatic clamp.
No tape or pin is required. A new ribbon can be instantly inserted without
soiling the fingers. In the Smith Premier, the operator, after putting a ribbon
into the machine, will never be obliged
to pay any further attention to it until
it is exhausted. The entire surface of
the ribbon will be uniformly worn, regard-
less of the length of the line written (as
it will work perfectly in writing a column
of two fizures), without the slightest at-
tention, so long as a single color is used.

The primary feed of the ribbon is
across its width, with a step-by-step move-
ment in the direction of its length, and a
perfect automatic reversing mechanism
which reverses the ribbon as soon as it is
entirely unwound from either spool, and
it is further provided with an instantane-

ous reversing mechanism which may be
operated by hand to reverse the ribbon

THIS CUT REPRESENTS THE MINDON-FEED DAIVING MECHANISM
at will.

For work dircctly through carbon sheet, or for stencil cutting, the ribbon
not being required, an ingenious device, attached to the outside of the car-
riage band-wheel, throws out the ribbon-feeding mechanism. It must always
be thrown on again when returning to ordinary work, as it governs the ribbon-

feed.

11



CARRIAGE STOPS AND LINE-LOCKING MECHANISM

The margin regulator, carriage stops and line-locking mechanism have
been altered in form but not in principle, their uses having been extended and
enlarged, making it possible to write a page in columns, locking the printing
mechanism at the end of each column line, and also operating the bell
mechanism before locking on each column, allowing annotations to be written
in the margin as heretofore, but locking the printing mechanism before running
into the body of the page, and in all cases, after locking the line, a stroke on
the release lever unlocks the same, allowing the printing to proceed in the
regular manner. The bar upon which these stops are adjusted is graduated

for convenience in setting.
Frictionless Ball Bearing Carriage

The ball bearing for the carriage is retained, as we have never secn a
device that would equal it as a rigid and almost frictionless bearing.

No. 2 SMITH PREMIER KEYBOARD

As will be observed, the keys of the keyboard (on the No. 2, 76 in
number) are arranged in straight rows, and the keyboard itself is constructed

rectangular in form, with a single wide space key in the center, making the
most perfect keyboard yet applied to writing machines,

12

FEATURES ORIGINAL WITH THE SMITH PREMIER

Durable Alignment
Uniform Touch
Ball-Bearing Carriage
Type-Cleaning Mechanism
Line-lLocking Mechanism
Paper Feed Releasing Mechanism
Steel Rocking Shaft
Compound Ribbon Feed
Single Scale and Swinging Platen
Releasable Margin Stops
Wide Type-Bar Bearings
Duplicate Keyboard
Compound Automatic Ribbon Feed
Removable Platens
Automatic Paper Guides

Straight Line Keyboard

13



SMITH PREMIER No. 3
' SMITH PREMIER No. 4
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The No. 3 Smith Premier is provided with eighty-four characters, and The No. 4 Smith Premier is provided with cighty-four characters, and
has a carriage that will permit the writing of lines 12 inches in length. It # has a carriage that will permit the writing of lines 71{ inches in length, the
is especially desirable for a large variety of tabular and commercial work. same as the No. 2.

|
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SMITH PREMIER No. 5

The No. 5 Smith Premier is provided with eighty-four characters, and has
a carriage that will accommodate paper 11 inches wide and permit the writing
of lines 934 inches in length. It is a machine especially adapted for billing;
but, like all other Smith Premier models, is always available for work of any
character within its capacity.

16

SMITH PREMIER No. 6

The No. 6 Smith Premier is provided with cighty-four characters, and
has a carriage that will permit the writing of lines 16 inches in length.
It will take paper 18% inches wide. It meets the requirements of all
lines of business where an extra width of paper or printed forms is used.

17



STYLES OF TYPE FOR SMITH PREMIER MACHINES

No. 1 Type for GENERAL WORK.
Italics Form Our NO. R STYLE.

PUBLIC SPEAKERS Like No. 3.

No. 4 GOTHIC, Two Si1ZES OF CAPITALS.

Many TELEGRAPHERS Use No. ©.

No. 6 for Personal LETTERS.

Qdnirers of B CRAPI Like'ho. s,

No. 1 is a sample of medium Roman, a general favorite with business and
professional men. No. 2, Italic. No. 3, large Roman condensed, a favorite
type with clergymen and public speakers.  No. 4, Gothic. No. 5, large Roman,
used by telegraphers, clergymen, and public speakers.  No. 6, Elite, especially
desirable for correspondence.  No. 8, Seript.

No. 1 is always sent unless otherwise ordered.

Great care is taken in the construction of the type used on Smith Premier
Machines, They are made from the best steel and hardened. The face of
cach letter and character is concave in structure, so that it perfectly fits the
circle of the platen, insuring an even impression over the entire surface of the
printed character.

18

SMITH PREMIER TABULATOR

A typewriter attachment which has
come to be regarded as indispensable
in many commercial establishments is
the Smith Premier Tabulator and Bill-
ing device illustrated on this page. It
is absolutely automatic in its action
and is the only typewriter device by
means of which figures of different
denominations may be written in their
proper places in columns—units under

units, tens under tens, etc.,—without

employment of the space key or release

19

lever, or any adjustment whatever of

the typewriter carriage by hand.

By its use the carriage is
instantly set automatically at
any and as many points as may
be required for writing words
or figures in tabular form, ob-
viating the neccessity for inspec-
tion of each line or column and
insuring neat, accurate and rapid
work. The tabulator docs not
in any way interfere with the
use of the machine for corre-
spondence or any other work

within its capacity.



TYPEWRITER FURNITURE AND SUPPLIES

We are in position to furnish two lines of roll-top desks and flat-top
cabinets, fitted with our most approved drop mechanism, as shown by fol-
lowing illustrations. These cabinets are made of the best quartered oak,
blaclk walnut or cherry, and in construction and finish are not surpassed.
The Premier Grade cabinets are the best typewriter cabinets on the market
at any price, and our second line cannot be equaled at prices listed on

these goods.

Supplies

We have, in connection with our factory, a fully equipped Supply De-
partment, and urge Smith Premier users to employ our supplies in their
work. We have regularly in stock ribbons, carbon papers, typewriter linen
papers, letter copy books, stenographers’ note books, manuscript covers,
copyholders, and all other articles used in connection with typewriters.
Our supplies are furnished for all makes of typewriters, Supply Catalogue

sent on request.,

PREMIER GRADE No. 20—ROLL TOP

(Showing Typewriter in Position)

50 inches long
32 inches wide

50 inches high

21
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PREMIER GRADE No. 19—EIGHT DRAWERS
(Closed, for General Office Use, Typewriter Dropped ) ]

{ PREMIER GRADE No. IS—FOUR DRAWERS

50 inches long

32 inches wide

30 inches high

(¥
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inches long
2 inches wide
inches high
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ROLL-TOP CABINET No. 17

50 inches long
32 inches wide
50 inches high

ROLL-TOP CABINET No. 017

( Like the No. 1z, but with a Cupboard for Books)

inches long
inches wide

inches high



EIGHT-DRAWER CABINET No. 16

(Showing Typewriter in Position )

50 inches long
32 inches wide

30 inches high
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FOUR-DRAWER CABINET No. 15

38 inches long
32 inches wide

30 inches high
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FOUR-DRAWER DESK No. 14

(Drop Leaf)

Manufactured in Quartered Oak, highly finished; drop leaf, with self-
adjusting support; sliding note book rest and pocket for waste paper;
drawers with cabinet handles and finished on the inside.

Size of top, leaf up, 20x452%4 inches

Size of top, leaf dropped, 20x 34 inches
Height, 2714 inches

DROP CABINET No. 13

30 inches high
24% inches wide

30% inches decp
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PREMIER QUARTERED OAK TABLE

32 inches long
17% inches wide
26 inches high
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