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June 22, 1962

Dr. Leonard Carmichael

Secretary - Smithsonian Institution
4520 Hoban Road

Washington 7, D. C.

Dear Dr. Carmichael,

Recently General Alfred Gruenther presented the Woodrow
Wilson typewriter to President John F. Kennedy. This
typewriter, the Hammond, the ancestor of the present day
VariTyper, has an interesting history which we have com-
piled and presented to the President.

As VariTyper is widely used to effect economies in govern-
ment printing and duplicating, we thought you might find
the enclosed copy of interest.

With cordial best wishes for the continuance of your fine

work.

ely,

J JOPPASSER
ktf
encl.

MANUFACTURERS OF OFFICE COMPOSING MACHINES

PRODUCED IN U.5.A FROM A MULTILITH MASTER ON A MULTIGRAPM DUPLICATOR






This copy presented to
Dr. Leonard Carmichael
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..to the President
of the United States,

John F. Kennedy

men the newspapers

reported General Alfred Gruenther’s gift

of President Wilson's typewriter to President
Kennedy, there were many who felt that the full
story should be told .. .the story of the
machine’s conception and birth, of its years

of inactivity and of its colorful resurrection. And
what could be more logical than to tell this

story on the very machine that is the

direct descendant of Mr. Wilson’s typewriter.
This book, therefore, is dedicated to the President
oj'me United States, John F. Kennedy, whose
sense of history permitted him to give of his
valuable time that the event may be known to the
world at large. Grateful acknowledgment is
made, also, to those history-conscious mdividuals
who, appreciating the significance of the

full story, urged it into print.



The type you are reading in this story was composed on
the VARITYPER Machine, a direct ‘descendant’ of

President Wilson's famous typewriter.
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onceived in War

JAMES B. HAMMOND
. Inventor of the 8-
' Hammond Typeuriter.

A young Civil War correspondent read his own dispatches

in the newspapers and was dismayed and angered at the garbled way in which

they had reached print. His handwritten reports had been completely misread

and the printed stories were a source of embarrassment to him. There was little he could
do about it: the urgency of getting his stories to the telegraph stations afforded

little time for exercises in penmanship.Resignedly, he consigned his hastily
written reports to the indifference of the telegraphers and typesetters. Dissatisfaction
often breeds creativity, and during lulls in military action he daydreamed, conjuring

up mental images of ‘‘miracle machines’ that would write mechanically with

printer’s type. The writing would be so clear that even a careless telegrapher could
transmit his stories without error. The Civil War dragged on. James B. Hammond,

the young correspondent, continued to see his stories misinterpreted and misprinted.

His dreams of a miraculous writing machine crystalized to the extent that

he began to put them down on paper in the form of skerches. That was the
beginning of the Hammond Typewriter, one of the earliest practical writing
machines, the machine which was to become so closely identified with
President Wilson. It was conceived in war and destined to serve in war
as well as in peace with great distinction.
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First
Practical

‘Ancestor’

The dream bore fruit — James Hammond

produced his first commercial model in 1881,
and, for its day, it was a very advanced

machine. However, the idea of typing by *‘touch™
rather than sight had not occurred to Hammond

or any of his contemporary inventors. Since
speed was not the primary consideration, it was
thought sufficient that the operator could

casily locate the characters on the piano-like
keys and strike them to print the desired letters.
The keyboard was semi-circular in configuration —
the more popular straight-line keyboard was to

be adopted in later models. Two important

ideas saved the Hammond typewriter from the
early demise of most of the writing machines of
that era. .. type that was quickly and easily
changeable; and a system of constantly uniform
impression that did not depend on the force

with which the operator struck the keys. The
Hammond typewriter enjoyed considerable

commercial success, largely with professional

people. One of the many purchasers was

Woodrow Wilson, at that time a leader

HAMMOND’S FIRST COMMERCIAL TYPEWRITER

in the ac ic W : i :
ademic world. The piano-like arrangement for character selection and impression

was universally adopted in typewriter nomenclature.

i
]
f
{
1
¢
J was so strongly reminiscent of a piano that the name tkeyboard
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WHY
WILSON

Was so fond of this machine

The great World War | president frequently turned to his old
Hammond to express himself on matters of great political importance. He once
confided to a close associate that his little machine was actually his
““pen’’ .. .probably an indication that his thoughts flowed more articulately
with it. Wilson’s historic “‘Fourteen Points’’ was certainly one of the great
documents of our century. That it failed to save the world from its present turmoil
is tragic. It is significant, however, that Wilson typed this document himself on
his Hammond even though a secretarial staff was at his disposal. Probably he,
too, had James Hammond's compulsion to be quoted correctly. Another
interesting facet of the machine’s character that contributed to Wilson’s
fondness for it was expressed on its name plate. .. ““For All Nations and
Tongues.”” Much more than a mere slogan, changeable type on the Hammond
Typewriter meant that it could indeed type in any language. A few of
the type styles available to Hammond owners of that era are reproduced on
the opposite page. They could be changed in a matter of seconds.
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"Central Empires desire to discuss the
bases of a general peace."

"My Dear Mr. Secretary; Just a line with my own pen."
"To make the world safe for Democracy."

", ..to think things over which the daily tasks that crowd upon
me while | am in Washington seem to leave no room for."

"——Jhis Little machine As my hen"

"The self determination of Peoples and a general
association of Nations "

oet Rrieg ber alle Rriege enbet®




SAVED

from With his death in 1913, Hammond’s company

entered a period of aimless drifting; keen
competition and lack of technological develop-
ment brought about its temporary withdrawal
Obso lesence from manufacturing. But was it really the end? In
the early “thirties, an imaginative businessman,
Ralph Cramer Coxhead, stepped into the picture.
A salesman of business machines, Coxhead had
b something of Hammond’s creative imagination
)/ and saw the then ancient “‘Typewriter’’ as an
adjunct to office duplicating. Comparing the of-
fice duplicator with the printing press, he reasoned
. that it would be a vastly more useful device if
m erzcan only some means could be found of composing type
right in the office. And, in the old Hammond ma-
chine, he found the means. His purchase of the
product rights sparked an exciting period of
Free development and merchandising. Skilled type
designers redesigned and modernized the type
faces, industrial designers modernized the ma-
chine’s contours, and new mechanical develop-
s ments were introduced. Thus, the Hammond
Enterprzse machine was resurrected. Gone forever was its
old name “‘typewriter’” and in its place the new
name, ““VariTyper’’ the Office Composing Ma-
chine. It met immediate success in the area of
office composition and duplicating as well as in
of the Graphic Arts Industry. The name ‘*Cold
Type’” was coined, describing its method of com-
posing directly on paper rather than in molten
metal as in type casting machines.
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From Typewriter to Type Composer
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World WarlIl

The WACS bad no difficulty
in adapting their typewriter
knowledge to the VariTyper

‘Composing' Machine,

The Navy, too, was quick to
realize the weight, bulk and
space saved by using the VariTyper
Machine instead of ('r)r»f;:l:'c;tlt’(!

Iype casting machinery.

World War II introduced the phrase ““Totql
Mobilization’' to a growing vocabulary of war,
and that included office equipment and graphic
arts machines. Hammond’s unique machine,
now reborn as the VariTyper composing machine,
served well . . . it served where conventional
typesetting machines could not go because of
their weight and bulk . . .1t served aboard
ship and with the armies around the world,
turning out all manner of printed material, from
newspapers and forms to instruction manuals
and bulletins . . . it permitted high quality
composition work by clerical personnel without
the years of training of the skilled typesetter.
And it did all these things well. Dramatically, it
wrote, finis to the war in the “‘Instrument
of Surrender’’ signed by the Japanese
aboard the battleship Missouri, for here,
too, the VariTyper machine was the
accepted medium of type composition. Yes,
at last, Wilson's longing for peace found
full expression in the descendent
of his little typewriter.

A few of the many little

‘Morale’ periodicals produced by
and for military personnel

and defense workers on

VariTyper Machines.
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